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INDIAN OCEAN CLIMATE INITIATIVE STAGE 3 WORKSHOP 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.01 pm]: I inform the house that on 
Thursday, 1 November, I attended the Indian Ocean Climate Initiative Stage 3 Workshop, where I was pleased to 
release the report “Western Australia’s Weather and Climate: A Synthesis of Indian Ocean Climate Initiative 
Stage 3 Research” and its accompanying document, “Indian Ocean Climate Initiative Stage 3: Summary for 
Policymakers”. This principal report is an important milestone for the management of climate change impacts in 
Western Australia and provides significant insights into the intensifying drying trend in the south west. It is the 
culmination of five years of research in IOCI stage 3, which builds upon the knowledge and research undertaken 
since the initiative was established in 1998. The report shows that since 2000, the long-term, early winter drying 
trend in the south west region has intensified and expanded to new inland and southern coastal areas. This recent 
stage of drying is driven by more days with high-pressure weather systems, reinforcing the need to manage 
Perth’s water supplies to ensure security into the future. This government has recognised that need and has spent 
more than $2 billion on water security initiatives. 
The report also finds that the tropical cyclones experienced in the state’s north west are likely to intensify, which 
has implications for major resource projects, particularly those that will be operating for 20 years or more. 
Although research on the south west started in 1998 and is well advanced in projecting its future drying climate, 
the research on the north west is still in its early stages. However, the information provides a useful starting point 
to prepare for and manage the impacts of our changing climate. These projections include not only average 
future rainfall and temperature data, but also extreme rainfall and temperature data, which is essential in 
planning and adapting to bushfires, droughts and heavy rainfall. The information can also be used to assess the 
impacts of WA’s changing climate on biodiversity, commercial operations, infrastructure and communities, and 
to formulate plans to adapt to these impacts. 
An important assessment of IOCI carried out in June this year demonstrated that the state government’s 
investment of $4 million over four years has provided value for money. I am proud to say that this research 
partnership between the state, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation and the 
Bureau of Meteorology has, indeed, exceeded all expectations in providing robust, independent and objective 
scientific knowledge on the state’s changing climate. I encourage all members to review the reports. 
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